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History

Of

Bess Findley Public Library

3-28-1986 to 12-31-1992

And

Lake Whitney Public Library

1-1-1993 to 12-31-2006

In observance of the Grand Opening after approximately doubling the size of our Library, the Board of Directors and Friends of the Library along with Librarian Denise Carter would like to update you on these two Libraries.


Bess Findley Public Library was incorporated on March 23, 1986 at 304 Brazos Street.  It was located in the Cause Community Center.  After about 2 years the City of Whitney authorized adding 14 more feet out into the Community Center.  With help of many volunteers and donations, The Bess Findley Public Library Accreditation in thee Central Texas Library System and Texas Library system finally became a reality in 1986.


The Bess Findley Public Library was in one room at the Community Center and Space again became critical.  At one time the library was offered a room in the Odd Fellows/Rebecca building at the rear of the old Western Tire building would have quadrupled the size of their current one.  While looking for a new site there were several burglaries in Whitney, it was on April 27, 1992.  They stayed in the Cause Center until directors and search committee found a new location at 106 N. Colorado St.  With the aid of many volunteers the library was moved.


After many of the citizens voiced opinions on whether The Bess Findley Library was a public or private library, thee Board of Directors voted to change the name to Lake Whitney Public Library on January 1, 1993 the city authorized it.


Lake Whitney Public Library started with 9000 books for loan and 4000 for sale or trade.  Services at that time provided ,were, no charge for library cards, video tapes, large print books, G.E.D. classes, summer reading for young people, adult education classes, new reference card files, etc.  At a small cost were Jigsaw puzzles, Photocopying, book sales, and interlibrary loans, etc.


On January 1, 1995 the City of Whitney accepted the Library as a city department, with a full time director.


It takes a dedicated Librarian, Library Board, and Many Friends of the Library to keep it going and growing.


Now there are also computers. CD’s, VD’s, and many other items which now make Libraries Media Centers. Many libraries are now dropping the name Library for the name of Media Center.  Maybe some day our Library will also called The Lake Whitney Library and Media Center. 


Selected Items for this report of the things going on from 2000 to 2006 include:


October 15, 2000: Board Members are: Laurie Howard; President: Maria Buren; Vice President: Sharon Holhertz; Treasurer: Donna Rogers; Secretary: Mary Williams; Lay Representative:  Rita Campbell Library Director.


November 20, 2000:  Items discussed: Quilt raffle, Purchase of new Phone, and Christmas Party.

July 26, 2001:  Items discussed: Library book Totes.  Membership dues, Privileges, and Friends Plaque.

June 13, 2006: New Directors Report to City Council: Denise Carter

Bill Gates Foundation; new computers:

Cost of Athens Program; to be able to update books, catalogue books, etc.

A list of repairs to computers.

Also a list to long to include in this report 

